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The Trend of Business 


IN THE UNITED STATES 


Business Activity for the four weeks ending April 18 
was down fractionally from the previous four weeks, as 
measured by the New York Times business activity index, 
but was 10 per cent above March, 1941, and for the first 
quarter of the year was 11 per cent above the first quarter 
of last year. The metal industries activity index for the 
same period was up fractionally from the previous four 
weeks and was 1 per cent above March, 1941, but was down 
fractionally from the first quarter of last year. Freight 
car loadings for the same four weeks were up 5 per cent 
from the previous four weeks, 15 per cent from the same 
period last year, and 10 per cent for the first quarter of the 
year as compared with the first quarter last year. 

Industrial Production, as measured by the Federal Re- 
serve Board index, was up 1 per cent in March from Feb- 
ruary, 17 per cent from March, 1941, and for the first 
quarter of the year was 19 per cent above the first quarter 
of last year. 

Electric Power Production gained 7 per cent in March 
from February, 15 per cent from March, 1941, and for the 
year to date was 15 per cent above the first quarter of 
last year. 

Steel and Pig Iron Production was up 2 per cent and 
3 per cent, respectively, in March from February, and 4 
per cent and 9 per cent, respectively, from March, 1941. 
During the first quarter of the year there was further gain 
from the high level of production last year. Steel production 
for the first three months of this year was up 4 per cent 
over last year, and pig iron production, 7 per cent. 

Construction, as measured by the value of contracts 
awarded in 37 Eastern States, increased 41 per cent in 
March from February, 27 per cent from March, 1941, and 
for the first quarter of the year was 29 per cent above the 
first quarter of last year. All types of construction have 


contributed to the increase. 


Commodity Prices continued to rise slowly in March, 
when wholesale commodity prices and department store 
prices gained fractionally from February, and living costs 
were up 1 per cent, and retail food prices 2 per cent. As 
compared with March, 1941, wholesale commodity prices 
were up 20 per cent; the cost of living, 11 per cent; retail 
food prices, 21 per cent; and department store prices, 19 
per cent. 


IN OHIO 


Retail Sales of independent stores were up 12 per cent 
in March from February, 4 per cent from March, 1941, and 
12 per cent from the first quarter of last year. Depart- 
ment store sales were up 40 per cent in March from 
February, 31 per cent from March, 1941, and 33 per cent 
from the first quarter of last year. Sales of dyers and 
cleaners were up 57 per cent in March from February, 42 
per cent from March, 1941, and 30 per cent from the first 
quarter in 1941. 

Living Costs in 5 Ohio cities increased 1 per cent in 
March from February and 11 per cent from March, 1941. 
For the first quarter of the year, living costs in these 
cities were 10 per cent above the same quarter last year. 

Agricultural Income was up 14 per cent from March to 
February, 52 per cent from March, 1941, and for the first 
quarter of the year was 46 per cent above the first quarter 
last year. 

Construction Contracts Awarded dropped 1 per cent in 
March from February and 8 per cent from March, 1941. 
For the first quarter of the year, however, construction 
was 8 per cent above the same quarter last year. The 
decrease from February was due to a 30 per cent drop in 
residential building. Non-residential and public works and 
utilities building were up substantially. 
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Business in the United States 


NUMBER EMPLOYED INDEX 
) 1008 
Mar. 1942 Compared with Mar. 1941 '%° 
% DECREASE % INCREASE PAYR 
“40-20. © *20 #40 160 160 
BANK DEBITS 130 NUMBER + 130 
COM. FAILURES (nuneer) EMPLOYED | at, 
100 100 
AGR. INCOME lo i 
LIFE INS. SALES 70 
PAY ROLLS MFG. 99 
NO. EMPLOYED MFG. 
INDUSTRIAL PROD. PRODUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION 
POWER PROD. 220 TIT 220 
COAL PRODUCTION ‘em 
CONST. CONTRACTS 
FREIGHT CAR LOADINGS INDUSTRIAL 
PRODUCTION \ 
RETAIL SALES (34 states) 130 130 
DEPT. STORE SALES ind thee 
RETAIL FOOD PRICES 40 pt \ 40 
Construction 
MAJOR PRIME SUPPLY CONTRACTS AND FACILITIES TRADE 
PROJECTS” OF THE WAR AND NAVY 
DEPARTMENTS, BY MAJOR OBJECT 250 TTT TTP TT) 
UNITED STATES AND OHIO 
June, 1940—February, 1942 
190 190 
Major Object Feb., 1941 160 160 
Jan., 1941 130 1 130 
U 
| One | States | 00 f 100 
Million| Mil. Per Per 
SUPPLY {CONTRACTS : Dollars| Dol. | Cent | Cent 70 v+¥ 70 
Alreraft 9,981 | 999° | +20.5 WHOLESALE 
All 14,288 | 1,591 | +39.9 39.6 40 SANK DEBITS pRices 40 
30,877 | 2,688 | +23.5¢ | + 
FACILITIES PROJECTS: 
Industrial ............ 9,281| 689 | +303 82.8 
Non-Industrial ........ 5.180} 61 | +146 2.9 BANKING AND FINANCE 
14,461 | 750 | |+4 29.8 BILLION DOLLARS BILLION DOLLARS 
Total Supply & Facilities | 45,888 | 8,389 | +23.8¢ | + 67.10 
® “Facilities” represents the latest estimate of final cost of each 21 2! 
construction project for which a contract has been awarded 
or a letter of intent or project order issued. Costs such as i 
land purchase, architectural and engineering fees, construction 18 18 
materials, construction work, and manufacturing and main- | 
tenance machinery and equipment are included. 3 
® The total is not equal to the sum of the component parts, be- | Le 15 
cause of rounding. 
©) Weighted average. 12 
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« U. S. Reference Data 


CHANGE FROM 
Last 
Mar. Feb. Mar. Mar. 3 
1942 1942 1942 1942 
Unit from from 1942 
or Index Feb. Mar. from 
Base Period 1942 1941 1941 
General Business 
“Totals, or Average Indexes for % 
4 Weeks Ended on Indicated Dates 
Bus. Activity” 4/18/42. ..N.Y.Times 134 134}; — @ 10 + ill 
Fght. Car Loadings" 4/18/42. Thous.| 3,294 3,148 5 15 + 10 
Com. Failures? 4/16/42.....Number| 950 895 6|;—12 | —16 
Metal Ind. — 4/18/42. ...1926) 129 128 + 1 «oo @ 

+Bank Dbts.(Excel.N.Y.C.)**. 1935-89} 153 141} + 9 18 19 
Total Inc. Paymen eos 170 157 8 37 380 
Salaries and Wages I = 169 166 2 28 26 
Non-Agricultural Income™. 167 153 9 33 25 
Agr.Inc(Cashfrom Mktgs)™* 1924-89} 100 91 10 46 47 

r. Rate*.. 
Issued'*7—New. 104 122; —15 | — 48 10 
Securities Issued—Refunding ” 88 57| + 54 | —61 | — 64 
Employment and Pay Rolls” 

Employed—Mfg...... 135 133) + 1 12 13 

Trade itetaii. 94 —@ 2 4 
Empl'd—Trade—Whi'saic 94 4); —@ 2 3 

Rolls—Manufact........ 1998-88 182 177; + 8 39 41 

Production 

eIndustrial Prod.™..........++ 168 166 1 +17 19 
Elee. Power Prod. “Mil. of 15,063 | 14,102 71+ 16 15 
Bitum. Coal Prod.*....Thous. Tons) 47,400 ,840 4 
Steel Prod. Av. Weekly Thous. 1,669 1,630 2 4 4 
Pig Iron Prod.¥ ....Av. Daily Tonsj164,935 | 160,856 3 9 7 
Shipmts—U. Ss. Stl Thous. Tons) 1,781 1,617 10 4 4 
Mach. Tool Shipments: ».. . Mil. Dol. 

Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 

*Total (Index) 3 Mo. Mov.Av. 1923-25 135 111 | + 22 44 30 
Total™..........+++..Thous. of 10,799 | 488,557 41 27 29 
Residential .......... 1219,276 | 168,014 31 48 30 
Non-Residential ..... 1,834 169,606 87 15 28 
Public Works & Util.™ 159,689 | 95,987 66 22 29 

Distribution 
Retail Sales (34 states)™.. eres —| +20 | +12 13 
*Dept. Store Sales” 116 99 + 17 27 
Chain St. Sclee™AvSameile. 1929-31 169 165 — 32 81 
Prices 

Wholesale Commod. 98 97 + 20 

¢Cost of 96 95 1 + ll ll 
Retail Food Prices® ....... | 119 117 2 + 21 20 
Dept. Store Prices” ......Jan. 1981 113 112 o}] +19 18 

Banking and Finance 
CHANGE FROM 
Mar. 18 | Mar. 19 | Mar. 20) 
ITEM Unit 1942 1941 1940 Last Last 
or Index Month | Year 
Base Period Amt. | PerCt. 
Reserve 
U. 8. Govt. Securities. .....Mil. Dol.| 2,292 2,179 2,457 | + 52 5 
Member Bank Borrowing. . 4 — 2 100 
Member Banks—101 Cities 
Business & Agr. Loans & 

Open Market Paper .... “ “ | 7,289 5,864 4,751 | —145 + 24 
Brok. & Other Secur. Lns... “ “ 906 1,096 | + 18 — 8 
Real Estate Loans ........ “ “ | 1,244 1,231 1,182; — 1 1 
846 1,793 1,578 | — 35 3 

*Total Investments .......... “ “ [20,161 | 17,715 | 14,934 | +772 14 

13,911 | 11,402 | +791 18 

“« “ 125,145 23,762 19,764 | +571 6 
443 5,313 | — 10 — 6 
Money Interest 
Money in Circulation ....... “ “ | 11,642 8,992 A +180 29 
Monetary Gold Stock ... “ 122,686 | 22,482| 18,708| + 2 
ll Money Rate 1.00 1.00 1.00 
Security Markets* 
Stock k Prices—354 Ind. Andez, 1935-39 64.2 15.9 98.2 — 25) — 15 
= 60.3 70.8 76.9 — 28) — 15 
56.3 1.5 100.5 — — 81 
Bond (highest). %! 2.850 2.924 2. —0.016 | — 8 
*Indicates Series Charted (page 2). Ss 


Reference Data—Ohio + 


CHANGE Prom 
Last 
Monta | Yuan 
ITEM 
Mar. Feb. ar. Mar. 3 
1942 1942 1942 1942 | months 
~ from from | 1942 
or 
Base Period 1942 | | 
General Business 
%o % % 
Debits®:t.......... 162 150; + 8 20 | +9 
Commercial Failures” ..... Numi 38 27) + 11¢ 1+ | — 2 
Liabilities Thous. el. 491 $30 | + 49 | + 29 | — 
Life Ins. Sales® ++ 1985-39 97 105; — 8 |—14 | 
Agr. Income—Tti™. 123 108; + 14 | + 52 | 
Meat Animals . 2 167 186 | + 23 | + 55 4 
Dairy Products . 121 107 | + 18 + 30 ts 
Grains ...........+ 78 80; — 8 +81 
Poultry and Eggs . 107 104; + 3 | +55 | 
eElectrie Power ..1985-89 160 157; + 
Bit. Coal Production™...Thous. tona| 2,792 2,669/ + 5 |+ 138 | 
Employment and Pay Rolls’ 
Number Employed: 
Total 1935-39) 132 130} + 1 + ll 13 
Manufacturing (1789)..... 189 137} + t 
Non-Manufacturing (3453) ” 106 106) 3/45 
Construction (1265)....... 132 128; + 38 13 
Pay Rolls—Mfg. (1789).. se 218 213; + 2 37 rT 
Man-Hours—Mfg. ( 1746) . * 169 166; + 1 | + 20 22 
Construction (Value of Contracts openers 
Total 147 149; — 1|— 8/+8 
Residential ..... 176 251); — 30 |—15 +n 
192 156 | + 22 | + 23 | +19 
Public Works & Utilities..... 56 9| +495 |— 47 |—@ 
Distribution 
Retail Indepen 
Stores® (1211)*......... p.3 + 12 + 4/42 
Store Sales*...... 135-39) 157 112; + 40 + 31 |+38 
ers’ & Cleaners’ Sales*(84)* % + 57 + 42 | + 90 
Living Costs (5 cit.)®..... ‘an. 1939 113 112; + 1 +ll [+H 
Passgr. Car Reg.*(49 cos.) . - Number 2,229 +136 | — 93 
‘ruck Reg.* (49 cos.)........ 323 226; + 43 — 89 — 
Used Car Reg.” (37 cos.)..... = 35,477 17,049 | +108 | — 48 — 
Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)” 
CHANGE FROM 
Apr. 22 | Apr. 23 | Apr. 24 
ITEM Unit 1942 1941 1940 Last | Last 
Month | Year 
Amt. | PerCt. 
Federal Reserve Bank $ % 
U. Gov. Securities... -Thous. me Del 233,131 | 218 252,256 | +11170| + 7 
Member Bank Borrowi 167 | 1 | 153 |— 6 |—B 
Member Banks—4th District 
eTotal Loans..........+. "881 | m8) o |+5 
Bus. & Agr. Loans and } 
Open Mkt. Paper....... 468 | 396 | + 5 | +18 
Brok.& “Other Secur.”Lns.” 29 | 36 | 1 
Real Estate ‘ae | 182 | 180 | 173,;+ 
Other Loans ~| g02/ 5 
Total Investments...... 1,602} 1,262| 1,229] + 64 | +21 

U. S. Gov. Obligations..." 1,828 | 989 941! + 54 | + 
1,968 | 1,678 1,354 +91 |+1 
698 | 747 | 147 —2|—7 


eIndicates Series Charted (page 3). For Sources and Footnotes, see below. 
FOOTNOTES FOR BULLETIN TABLES 


? Preliminary; © Less than 1% change; “ More than 1000% increase; 
¢ Change in number of failures; * in parenthesis show number of firms 
reporting this month ; © Data not available in time for this issue; © Comparable 
data not available — only percentage change available ; 4Adjusted for seasonal 
changes; * Bureau of Business Research estimate; ‘ Adjusted for number of 


working days. 
Computed from original da’ B of Business R 


ta collected by the 
from: Local Power and Light * County Clerks of Courts; * Local Gas 


Co's (Gas meters in use) ; ‘Ohio cleaners and dyers: ® Ohio wholesale grocers. 
Compiled by the Bureau of Business Research from data collected in ¢o- 


operation with: * Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. of Commerce. 


Compiled by the Bureau of Business Research from special tabulations 
; and from 


supplied by: * Bureau of Labor fee. U. S. Dept. of 
data of: Board of Governors 
Corporation. 


of the Federal Reserve System ; °F. W. Dodge 


Other Data Sources: New York Times; “ Association of American Rail- 
roads; Dun & Bradstreet, Inc.; “% American Iron & Steel Institute; ' Steel 
Magazine: 15 Federal Reserve Board; *U. S. Dept. of Agriculture; ™* Com 

@ Financial Chronicle; %U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; Wards 


Report aun Power Commission ; ™ Bituminous Coal Division, U. S. 


Dept. 


nterior ; @ Steel Corporation ; * National Machine Tool Builders Ass0- 


ciation; * F. Corporation; ™ Chain Store Age; * U. S. Dept. 

merce; Patrol Publications; Standard Seattetios Dept. 
Rural Economics, O. S. U.; ® National Industrial C rd: 
Polk & Co.: ™ Life Insurance Sales Research Bureen. 
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M Mar. 
YEAR 1942 | 1942 1942 1942 
Unit from from 
~eee or Index Feb. Mar. 
A Base Period 1942 | 1941 
1941 AKRON 
gas % % 
‘umber lo Indexes :* 
Total ++-1985-89| 134) + 2 | +18 | + 
% All Manufacturing (65)...... = 136 134; + 2 + 19 + 
+B Non-Manufacturing (194) . . 107} 105/ + 3 | +10 | + 
— Construction (64) ........... 192} 215| —10 | + + 
Roll Indexes :* Total (323) St Si 
+% All Manufacturing (65) ..... ° 199} 188| + 6 | + 42 | 4+ 
ts Non-Manufacturing (194) .... 126 124; + 2 + 20 + 
ts Construction (64) ........... 289] 304) — 5 | +72 | + 
of Living™ Jan. 1989; 118| 116] + 1 | +18 | + 
1ons: ew Uars amp 
New Trucks 43 ¢| +617 | — a2 | — 
+2 eBank Debits Index®? ..........1985-89| 185| 171| + 8 | + 23 | + 
Commercial Failures? .........Number 0 0 oi — 
Indus. Power Consump. Index ou» 
1 Val. Bldg. Permits—Total Index". 13 tie 
ay Non-Residential ............. 
+2 
CANTON 
a -1935-39 168 165} + 2 + 17 + 
+ 8 All Manufacturing (53) ..... es 174 171 | + + 
+17 Non-Manufacturing (110) lll 109 | + 2 + + 
+19 *Pay Roll Indexes :? Total (163)@ 264} 260| + 2] +4 + 
— 48 All Manufacturing 268 264; + 2 + 43 
—— Non-Manufacturing (110) .... 156 154} + 1 + 20 + 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores’ (43)* 419 + 16 + 
ew ic 
21 
+2 *Bank Debits Index®.t ..........1985-89| 182] 167} + 9 | + 
Commercial Failures™ .........- Number 0 0 or; — — 
Liabilities ...... Thous. Dol. 0 0 —100 
+ i Val. Bldg. Permits—Tot. Ind.'** 1935-39 200 699 —i71 — 32 
218 273 | — 20 
— Non-Residential ............. 90 | 1,835 | — 95 + 3 
CINCINNATI 
ber Employed Indexes :* 
m) : 
Last (1188)* -1935-39 135 134) + = + + 
Year All Manufacturing (315) .... ze 152 151 + po oa + 
Per Ct. Non-Manufacturing (619) .... 99 98} + 
—— Construction (254) .......... 4% 104 101; + 3 oa + 
% ¢Pay Roll Indexes :? Total (1188)* a 195 | 191 + 2 + + 
+ 7 All Manufacturing (315) .... ns 238; 231| + 3 + + 
— Non-Manufacturing (619) ... 116) 115 + + 
Construction (254) .......... 131 128; + a + 
+ 5 Cost of Living® ............. Jan. 1939 12; id} + + + 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (73)* — | —| + 41 + + 
+ Retail Food Price tember 19 116 t 3 + + 
Auto istrations : ew Cars um 
+ 1 ew Trucks 60 29 | +107 
Commerci auures 
+ 84 jabilities ...... Thous. Dol. 49 83 | — 41 +308 
+ Val. Bldg. 1935-39 i9 30 | +161 — 21 
Residential 70 42 + 66 — 338 | — 
Non-Residential ............. 77 + @ 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate! Wks. Av. % Cap. 8%} + 3 — 
‘firms 
arable CLEVELAND 
sonal Number Indexes | | | 
er of 1935-39 | 142 140 | + 2 4+ + 
All Manufacturing (425) ... a } 156) 153) + 2 | + + 
Non-Manufacturing (479) . | 108 107 + oi + + 
earch Construction (388) .......... 1944! 4+ 9 | + + 
1 Gas *Pay Roll Indexes :* Total (1292)" ° | 219 216' + 1 + i+ 
ocers. All Manufacturing (425) .... | 267 255, + @ 
n Non-Manufacturing (479) . 128 1228 +0 + + 
= 99; 166' +20 | + + 
ations Cost of Living™ ............. nm. 1939 13; + 1 + + 
from Retail Sales ~Independent Stores — | + 87 + 
Dodge Retail Food Price Index'® 121; 118; + + 
Rail Auto Registrations :* Cars + — 
Steel *Bank Debits Index*.t 162} 150) + 9 | + + 
Com- Commercial Failures‘? 10 | 8| + 
Vards Liabilities | 210; 58) +262 | + _ 
Bide. Pe 1985-29 31 560 | + + 
it. of ds $42 | 1,574; — 78 | +201 | +8 
¢ Steel Ind. Oper. Rate") 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. | 91 +1 
*Indicates Series Charted’ (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 3a. 


Number Employed Indexes :? % 
135 134 1 19 19 
All Manufacturing (104) . 150; 149 bd 27 26 
Non-Manufacturing = - 112 110 1 6 7 

Roll Indexes :* "Total 420)4 211 207 2 59 61 
All Manufacturing 104 kes: oe 263 259 1 a9 92 
Non-Manufacturing (316) . = 127 124 2 10 ll 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (63)* 28 3 4 

Retail Food Price Index ......1985-39 | 115 23 22 

Auto Registrations :* New Cars .Number| 189 | 135 | + 40 | — 91 | — gg 
New Trucks ” 14 26 | — 46 —% 

Debits Index®.t ..... | 187) | +14 | +99 
cial Fai . Number 4 2 t — 
2 Liabilities ......Thous. Dol. 83 20 309 +605 | + 89 

Val. Bidg. Permits—Tot. Ind.ist 1935-39 164 1467; — 1 — 9 —# 
Residential ........ sbeenegee 231 2465; — 6 +29 | +9 
Non-Residential ......... 61 49; + 6 — 77 — 

DAYTON 
Number Employed Indexes :? 
Total (382)* +++ -1985-39 135 185 t + 1 
All Manufacturing (101) .... ” 136 136 ® 7 ll 
Non-Manufacturing (154) .... ” 125 128; — @ ll B 
Construction (77) ........... 112 111 9 19 
Roll Indexes :* Total 198 194 2 18 26 
All Manufacturing (101) . ' 206 201 2 t 19 27 
Non-Manufacturing (154) .... ” 147 1465; + 2 20 21 
Construction (77) 190 191}; — + 20 rT) 

Cost of Living™ ............. Jan. 1939 b 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (32)* 

Auto Registrations : :? New Cars umber 116 82 — 9 | —9 

New Trucks ” 16 14 14 — 89 — 82 

*Bank Debits Index®:t .......... 1935-39 179 162 | + 10 + 20 + 
Commercial Failures” ......... Number 0 1] — — 
Liabilities ...... Thous. Dol. 0 15 | —100 —100 | + 

Indus. Power Consump. Index! 1935-39 153 168| — 8 2;—82 

Val. Bldg. Permits—Total — - 211 167 | + 27 — 37 —4 
Residential ........ 233 316 | — 26 —ll 
Non-Residential ............ 186 110 | + 69 — 58 | — 66 

TOLEDO 

Number Employed Indexes :* 

All Manufacturing (107) . "7 118 114 4 + 5 +4 
Non-Manufacturing (227) . va 104 105 | — » —@ +1 

Roll Indexes :* Total 182 17%6| + 4 + 27 26 
All Manufacturing (107) .... ” 195 187| + 4 + 82 $1 
Non-Manufacturing 221) 122 123; — + 6 1 

Cost of Living™ ............. “Jan. 113 112; + @ + 12 u 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® —| +4 + 18 + 18 

Auto Registrations :* New Cars .Number 165 +650 — 98 — % 
New Trucks ” 20 15 33 — | 

*Bank Debits Index®-t ..... «+++ -1985-39 168 149 18 + 30 + % 

Commercial Failures’? .........Number 6 4 2t| + 2t OF 

Liabilities. ...... Thous. 65 68) + 11 — 57 | —6 

Indus. Power Consump. Index! 1935-39 167 162; + 38 + 7 + 6 

Val. Bldg. Permits—Total ” 96 124 | — 28 — 64 | 
Residential ........ 121 78 | + 56 — 78 — 61 
Non-Residential ......... 38 27 | + 42 + 53 | —58 

YOUNGSTOWN 

Number Emp dexes :* 

1935-39 124 124; — + 2 4 

ll Manufacturing (50) ..... ” 127 128; — @ + 2 4 
Non-Manufacturing (188) . 106 105 | + @ 2 
Construction (50) ........... 74 2 2 2 
Roll Indexes :* Total 184 + 2 17 18 
All Manufacturing 191 188; + 2 18 19 
Non-Manufacturing (138) 135 137; — 1 10 t u 
Construction (50) ...... 90 86; + 5 + 10 

Cost of Living® ............. "Jan. 117} 1146) | +18 | +8 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (sa) — —| + 30 + 2 + 8 

Auto Registrations :? New Cars .Number| 101 19 | +482 | — 92 | — 92 
New Trucks ” 12 16 | — 25 —s9 | 

¢Bank Debits Index®:t + 6 | +18 | +2 

Commercial 0 0 or) — it 

Liabilities . - Thous. Dol. 0 0 o | —100 bad 

Indus. Power Consump. Index-f 1985-89| 171| 173| — 1 | +11 | +38 

Val. Bldg. Index*.t ” 78 61} + 29 | — 380 | — 2 

147 62 | +137 + 
10 5 | +115 | — 8s | — 
94 89); + 5 — — 6 


Last 
Mar. | Feb. | Mar. Mar. 3 
: ; 1942 | 1942 1942 1942 | months 
Unit 
from from 1942 
or Index Feb. Mar. from 
pee : Base Period 1942 1941 1941 
COLUMBUS 
eIndicates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see 
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Business in Ohio 


NUMBER EMPLOYED INDEX 
939=100) 
160 160 
130 ALL INDUSTRIES ——}— 
100 | 100 
70 \NUFACTURING 70 
40 rin 40 
PRODUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION 
310 310 
280 280 
250 250 
CONSTRUCTION 
220 CONTRACT 220 
AWARDED 
190 190 
PRODUCTION 
100 100 
A 
10 10 
TRADE 
220 | bert STORE TT) 220 
70 Lely V 70 
40 40 
10 19 
BANKING AND FINANCE 
MILLION DOLLARS MILLION DOLLARS 
(800 TT TT) 1800 
1500 00 
DIRECT s 
1200 }—OBLIGATIONS. 1200 
LOANS 
300 
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1933 1935 1939 1941 1942 


Mar. 1942 Compared with Mar. 1941 


BANK DEBITS 

COM. FAILURES (uaa) 
AGR. INCOME 

UFE INS. SALES 

PAY ROLLS MFG. 

NO. EMPLOYED MFG. 
NO. EMP NON-MFG. 
NO. EMPLOYED CONST. 
NO. EMPLOYED TOTAL 
POWER PROD. 

COAL PRODUCTION (sit) 
CONST CONTRACTS 
AUTO REGISTRATION 
RETAIL SALES 

DEPT. STORE SALES 
ORY CLEANERS SALES 
URBAN LIVING COST 


% DECREASE % INCREASE 
-40 -20 ° +20 +40 


RETAIL SALES — INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO‘ 


CHANGES IN 
SALES FROM 
Last 
Sales | Mo. Last YEAR 
KIND OF BUSINESS Stores | Mar. 3 
1942 | 1942 | 1942 | Mos. 
from | from | 1942 
Feb. | Mar. 
1942 | 1941 1941 
Num 
ber | $000 % % % 
211 961);+ + 19 
Candy & Confectionery 8 14) + 13|+ 32 24 
(no meats) 29 102;+ 9 20 31 
Groceries (with meats) 164 824;+ 4 12 t 18 
Meat WED 0 21;+ 8 21 
APPAREL 140} 3,333) + 52) + 47| + 46 
Men’s clothing .......... 55 865 | + 54/| +108 t 74 
Family clothing......... 32 560 | + 17 36 
Women’s clothing ....... 24| 1,345) + 62|/+ + 35 
562 | + 69| + 47) + 49 
AUTOMOTIVE 77) 1,287|+ 9|—81| — 73 
tor wehicles .......... 70| 1,276 t 9|— 82; — 73 
FURNITURE 1,995 + 15/ + 20 
78) 1,679|+ 20); + 20 
Household appl. & radios. 26 306|— 14;— 2] + 21 
BUILDING 188} 1,913| + 28 ft 30; + 31 
Lumber & Bldg. material 61| 1,065 |+ 25 22) + 21 
oc 122 822|+ 34 44) + 48 
EATING AND DRINKING 86 703} + 15 14) + 15 
69 659 | + 15 + 15 
Drinking places......... 17 45) + 19 20; + 20 
Country general......... 6 261; + 12/+ 28) + 31 
Department stores....... 44/| 18,948 | + 39 33; + 35 
Drug stores............. 164 5lli|+ 6 21; + 20 
6 + 38 8 5 
Filling stations.......... 22 128|— 7 2 20 
67 328 t 9 + 28 
Sporting goods.......... 9 22 41/; + 31 
All lines : 1,211 
Weighted by annual sales—1939 census. . t 12 t 26) + 45 
Adjusted for number of working days... 3 26) + 45 


For footnotes and Sources, See Page 8a. 
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1933 1935 


TOTAL MANUFACTURING 


1939 


CHEMICALS 
220 220 
180 180 
140 
100 
60 
FOOD PRODUCTS 
180 
140}— NUMBER EMPLOYED 140 
| 
LUMBER PRODUCTS 
260 260 
220 220 
180 
140 
100 
60 
Li 20 
METAL PRODUCTS 
260 TT T 7 260 
220 —_1220 
180 180 
140 140 
oe NUMBER EMPLOYED 
100 100 
60 | 60 
80 20 
PAPER AND PRINTING 
180 180 
140 140 
+e NUMBER EMPLOYED 
100 
60 60 


1933 1935 


1939 


Number Employed, Pay Rolls, and 


Employment in Ohio was up 1 per cent in March from 
February, 11 per cent from March, 1941, and 18 per cent 
in the first three months of this year as compared with 
the same period last year. The March increase from Feb. 
ruary was due primarily to the increases in man 
and construction employment. For the first quarter of the 
year as compared with the same period last year, many. 
facturing employment was up 14 per cent; non-manufae. 
turing, 5 per cent; and construction employment, 12 por 
cent. Eight of the ten major manufacturing industry 
groups reported employment increases in March from Feb- 
ruary. Increases from the first quarter of 1941 ranged 
from a fractional increase in the food products group to 
89 per cent in the vehicles group. 

Pay Rolls were up 2 per cent in March from February, | 
87 per cent from March, 1941, and 39 per cent from the 
first three months of last year. The March increase from 
February in pay rolls was due primarily to the 2 per cent 
increase in manufacturing pay rolls and the 12 per cent 
increase in construction pay rolls. For the first three 
months of the year as compared with the same period last 


INDUSTRIAL GROUP 


239). 
Pipes, Pumps, Valves, and 
Plumbers’ Supplies (13). 


Miscellaneous (80) 


Paper and Printing (233)... 
Paper, inc. Stationery (21) 
Print. & Publish. (169).... 


) 
Stone, Clay, and Glass 


Products (113) ......... 
Brick and Tile (57)....... 


Non-Manufacturing (3453) .... 
Service (322) 
Trade (Ret. & Whisl.) (2671 
Transport. & Pub. Util. (460 


Construction (1265) .......... 


& 


om 


+ +1) 11 |++++ 


Seo Ce & BS SERS 


1+ ++ 


tt ttt ttt 444+ 


++ 


Indexes of number 


employed and of pay rolls are based on the 
ment of 477,727 persons in 4,290 firms. 


NOTE:—Machinery group is included in the total indexes but is a @¥ for 
For sources and footnotes, see p. 3a. 


manuf 
In all 
| except 
220 +220 rolls, 
the fir 
140} NUMBER Low = 140 chemi 
EMPLOYED a of mo 
4! | 1 per 
last | 
20 20 
Febru 
All 
worke 
with 
; turing 
| 
INDEX 
1935-89= 100 =100 
Feb. 
TOTAL (6507)* .............. | 182] 1 199 
aa All Manufacturing (1789)..... 139 1 213 
: Chemicals (108) ............ | 128] 1 166 
Food Products (177)......... 96 118 
108 1 180 
Miscellaneous (122) ....... 86 107 
e Lumber Products (82)....... 144 1 230 
ba Furniture (86)........... | 150] 1 248 
Miscellaneous (46) | 148 
Metal Products (503). 146 227 
; Foundry Products & Drop 
ox 
107} 111 | 116 
Screw Machine Products 
and Hardware (381)...... 148 1 228 
Sheet Metal Work Gi)... 122 197 
Steel Works and ng 
176 20 22 | 
lll 3 4 181 
116 9 9) 160 
y Miscellaneous (48) ....... 120 3 8 157 
Es Rubber Products (87)....... | 114 6 6 150 
Tires and Tubes (11)...... 115 4 y ib 154 
; 3 5 157 
Vitreous & Semi-Vitreous 
; China and Pottery (28).. | 139 16 - 
Miscellaneous (17) ........ 122 | 15 el 
Textiles (95) | 1085 5 
Men’s Clothing (42)....... | 109 3 
Miscellaneous (53) ....... 94 8 
Vehicles (87) | 158 | 46 
Mise. Manufacturing (265).. 117 if 
= 1 2 1M 
5 103 3 5 li 
110 5 5 182 
| 132 3) 
- of 524 
1937 | 1941 1941 1942 


/and Man-Hours in Ohio Industry 


rom year, manufacturing pay rolls were up 40 per cent; non- 
cent manufacturing, 13 per cent; and construction, 38 per cent. 
with [mall of the ten major manufacturing industry groups, 
Feb- except paper and printing, increases were reported in pay 
ring rolls, in March from February. The pay roll gains from 
‘the the first quarter last year ranged from 14 per cent in food 
anu- to 83 per cent in the vehicles group, with the 
fac. chemical and the metal products groups reporting gains 
per of more than 30 per cent. 
istry Number of man-hours worked in manufacturing increased 
Feb- 1 per cent in March from February, 20 per cent from 
aged © March, 1941, and 22 per cent from the first quarter of 
Pp to iast year. The number of man-hours worked in non- 
| manufacturing in March was only fractionally above 
lary, February and was 7 per cent less than in March, 1941. 
ithe All the major manufacturing groups, except paper and 
from printing, reported increases in the number of man-hours 
cent worked. For the first quarter of the year, as compared 
cent with the same period last year, all of the major manufac- 
three turing groups, except stone, clay, and glass products, 
| last reported increases in the number of man-hours worked. 
Pay Rots? Man-Hours’ 
= 100 Cuancs 1985-39100 CHANGE 
1942 from | from from | from 
Tom Feb. | Mar..| from Feb. | Mar. | from 
941 1942 | 1941 | 1941 1942 | 1941 | 1941 
-M 2 37 40 169 166 t 1 20| + 22 
- 8 té 33 31 137] 184 3 22 22 
‘ 12 14 95 + @ 3 5 
-@ + 2 10 11 113} 1|/+ 1 3 4 
12 15 @ 3 
- 2 t 2 25 27 177| 175 t 1 6 7 
- 2) 3| + 27 28 188] 1 2 1 8 
—1 18 1 1 8 
+2 33 36 174] + +17 20 
+ 54] + 61 235 | 38] + 39 
8 — +18 1244;/— + 1 
+ 0 + + 25 26 +11 
8 4 79 — 8|—19| — 10 
+ 22 27/+ 2 46 52 207 — ®| + 25 30 
+ 4 9 15 lll} 1 6 
— 2 81 125} 128|— 2 8 15 
+ @ 4 8 105 | 1 2 
wis 22 120} 125|;— 4 1 
8 6 23 20 185 | 128 5 fu 
7 23 143 | 135 6 15 12 
8 3 1 8 — 12] — 10 
t 3 tf 106 we 
2 21 18 118] 116 2 9 6 
+ 2% 21 119} 110 ta 43 
21 2 
i + 2 28 29 119} 118 a ll 14 
+7 29 27 135 | 1380 4 15 15 
10 — 3 27 32 104} 107|/— 2 7 11 
260 98 88 200} 181] + 10 87 50 
2 19 25 161| 159 Tt 1 10 14 
122 10 13 96 96 o;— 2 
ts {3 14 14 88} 88|—®|—16/ — 8 
e of 624,505 persons in 6,507 firms ; indexes of man-hours, on the employ- 
is not #H for publication separately. 
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1933 1935 1937 1939 1941 1941 1942 
RUBBER PRODUCTS 
220 TTTTTTTT 220 
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140 | wUMBER 140 
am 
100 100 
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220 TT] 220 
180 480 
100 \ 100 
60 57 60 
20 20 
TEXTILES 
180 180 
60 60 
20 go 
VEHICLES 
260 TITTTT/ ITH 2 
180 180 
NUMBER EMPLOYED od, 
140 Pay F 140 
20 20 
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION hee 
260 T 
180 | 100 
JAN 
100 100 
60 60 
20 20 
TOTAL NON— MANUFACTURING 
140 140 
100 ewpcoven| | Par ROLLS 100 
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AKRON 


Manufacturing employment in March increased 
2 per cent from February and 19 per cent from 
March, 1941. Non-manufacturing employment was 
up 8 per cent and 10 per cent, respectively, for the 
same periods. Construction employment decreased 
10 per cent from February but was 38 per cent above 
March, 1941. Total pay rolls were up 5 per cent 
from February and 40 per cent from March of last 
year. As compared with March, 1941, the cost of 
living was up 13 per cent, retail sales of independent 
stores were 23 per cent higher, bank debits increased 
23 per cent, and industrial power consumption was 
380 per cent higher. Automobile registrations and 
commercial failures showed a decrease from March, 
1941. 


CANTON 


Both manufacturing and non-manufacturing em- 
ployment increased 2 per cent in March from Febru- 
ary. Manufacturing employment was 17 per cent 
above March of last year and non-manufacturing 
employment was 8 per cent higher for the same 
period. Total pay rolls were 2 per cent greater than 
in February and 42 per cent above March, 1941. 
Sales of independent retailers were 19 per cent larger 
than in February and 16 per cent above March of last 
year. Registration of new cars and trucks increased 
in March from February. Bank debits were up 9 
per cent in March from February, and 21 per cent 
from March, 1941. There were no commercial failures 
during March. 


CINCINNATI 


Employment remained practically unchanged in 
March from February except in the construction 
industry, which had an increase of 3 per cent. Total 
pay rolls increased 2 per cent for this period. As 
compared with March, 1941, manufacturing employ- 
ment was up 25 per cent and construction, 11 per 
cent; non-manufacturing employment dropped frac- 
tionally. Total pay rolls were 41 per cent above 
March, 1941. The cost of living increased fractionally 
from February; retail food prices were up 2 per cent 
from February and 22 per cent from March, 1941. 
The number of new cars and trucks registered during 
March increased considerably from February. Bank 
debits increased 20 per cent from March. 


CLEVELAND 


Manufacturing employment was up 2 per cent from 
February and 18 per cent from March, 1941. Con- 
struction employment increased 9 and 30 per cent, 
respectively, for the same periods. Total pay rolls 
increased 1 per cent from February and 38 per cent 
from March, 1941. The cost of living increased 1 
per cent from February to a level 11 per cent above 
March of last year. Retail food prices were 20 per 
cent above March, 1941, and sales of independent 
stores were 28 per cent greater. Bank debits were 
9 per cent above February and 19 per cent above 
March of last year. The steel industry operated at 
91 per cent of capacity, which was 6 per cent under 
the March, 1941, rate. 


EEE 


— 


— 
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the Chief Ohio Cities 


COLUMBUS 

Total employment in March was 1 per cent above 
February and 19 per cent above March of 1941. 
Manufacturing employment was 27 per cent greater 
in March, 1942, than in March, 1941. Total pay rolls 
increased 2 per cent from February and 59 per cent 
from March of last year. Sales of independent stores 
were up 28 per cent from February and 3 per cent 
from March, 1941. The retail price of food remained 
practically unchanged from February but was 23 per 
cent higher than in March of last year. Bank debits 
were substantially the same as in February but were 
14 per cent greater than in March, 1941, and for the 
year-to-date were 22 per cent higher than in the same 


period of 1941. 


DAYTON 


The number employed during March remained 
practically unchanged from February. Manufactur- 
ing employment was 7 per cent greater than in 
March, 1941, and 11 per cent greater for the first 3 
months of 1942 as compared with the same period 
last year. Pay rolls were up 2 per cent from Febru- 
ary and 18 per cent from March, 1941. Sales of 32 
independent retailers were up 14 per cent from Feb- 
ruary but were 1 per cent under March of last year. 
The registration of new cars and trucks was up 32 
and 14 per cent, respectively, from February. Bank 
debits increased 10 per cent from February and 20 
per cent from March, 1941. Industrial power con- 
sumption during March was lower than in February, 
1942, and March, 1941. 


TOLEDO 

Manufacturing employment increased 4 per cent 
in March from February and 5 per cent from March 
of last year. Non-manufacturing employment was 
down fractionally from February, 1942, and from 
March, 1941. Pay rolls for manufacturing industries 


| Were up 4 per cent from February and 32 per cent 


from March, 1941. The cost of living increased less 
than 1 per cent from February and was 12 per cent 
above March of last year. Sales of 73 independent 
retail stores increased 40 per cent from February 
to March. Bank debits were 30 per cent larger than 
in March, 1941. The consumption of electrical power 


| increased 3 per cent in March from February. 


YOUNGSTOWN 


Manufacturing employment was down fractionally 
in March from February, non-manufacturing employ- 
ment was up slightly, and construction employment 

2 per cent. Total pay rolls were 2 per 
cent above February and 17 per cent above March, 
1941. Living costs were 13 per cent above March of 
last year. Sales of 32 independent retailers increased 
30 per cent in March over February. Bank debits 
were up 5 per cent from February, 18 per cent from 
March, 1941, and for the first 3 months of 1942 were 
22 per cent above the same period of 1941. The steel 
industry operated at 94 per cent of capacity, which 
was 5 per cent above the February rate, but 4 per 
cent under the March, 1941, rate. 
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Changes in the Number of Workers in Private and Public Occupations in Ohio Since 1939 


Employment in Ohio 


The number of persons employed in private and public | 


(except emergency) work generally increased at an in- 


creasing rate from the middle of 1939 to about the middle. 


of 1941, after which time employment continued to increase, 
but at a decreasing rate, until the end of 1941. During 
the first 3 months of 1942, employment has been slightly 
down from the high point reached in December, 1941. 


NUMBER OF PERSONS EMPLOYED IN OHIO, 1939-1942 


THOUSANDS (RATIO SCALE) THOUSANDS 
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1939 1940 1941 1942 

Employment in Ohio increased from 2,348,000 persons 
in January, 1940, to 2,884,000 in December, 1941 (out- 
break of World War II). Since December, 1941, employ- 
ment has declined seasonally, and at the present time 
(March, 1942) stands at 2,838,000. The increase in the 
number of persons employed from March, 1940, to March, 
1942, is about 493,000, which is more than twice the 
number of experienced persons unemployed and seeking 
work in March, 1940. About 41 per cent of the total 1940 
population of Ohio, as reported by the Census, was 
employed in March, 1942; and, after eliminating persons 
under 14 and over 70 years of age, the per cent is increased 
from 41 to 54. This latter per cent means that, roughly, 
54 out of every 100 persons 14 to 70 years of age are 
employed at the present time (March, 1942). 


Employment in Ohio Cities 


CLEVELAND, the most populated city in Ohio, em- 
ployed more than twice as many people at the end of 1941 
than did any other Ohio city. Employment increased 
throughout the period 1940 through March, 1942. About 
426,000 persons were employed in March, 1942, which 
represents about 49 per cent of the total population of 
Cleveland as of 1940. 

CINCINNATI, the second largest city as measured by 
population, had about 167,000 persons in public and 
private occupations in January, 1940; 212,000 in December, 
1941; and 208,000 in March, 1942. About 46 per cent of 
the total 1940 population in Cincinnati was employed in 
March, 1942. 

COLUMBUS industries and public agencies employed 
about 113,000 persons in January, 1940; and, by March, 
1942, about 135,000 persons. Approximately 44 per cent 
of the total 1940 population in Columbus was employed 
in March, 1942. 

TOLEDO follows closely behind Columbus in size, as 
measured by population. Employment in Toledo increased 
from 98,000 in January, 1940, to 114,000 in March, 1942, 
at which time about 41 per cent of the total 1940 popula- 
tion was employed. 

AKRON, DAYTON, YOUNGSTOWN, and CANTON 
employed in March, 1942, about 44, 47, 40, and 55 per cents 
of their respective total 1940 populations. 


NUMBER EMPLOYED IN PRIVATE AND PUBLIC OCCUPA. 
TIONS IN OHIO AND OHIO CITIES, 1940-1942 


(In thousands) 
3 
24 4 
as 
1940 
January .. | 2,348 | 317 | 167 | 118 98 88 80 61 42 
February 2,841 | 316 167 113 98 83 81 59 40 
345 | 320 170 112 99 83 82 56 40 
April ..... 2,829 | 319 169 109 98 80 81 56 39 
eSTer 2,384 | 322 170 108 97 80 82 67 89 
GD c0400 $28 | 171 | 108 97 80 82 59 40 
ae 2,355 | 822 | 168 | 109 97 82 82 61 4 
August 2,894 | 329 168 110 83 82 62 43 
September 2,458 | 341 174 112 103 86 82 62 45 
2,491 | 348 176 116 108 87 85 68 46 
November 2,521 178 | 117 | 111 89 86 68 4 
— 2,691 | 871 182 124 1 93 89 64 49 
January 2,548 | 361 179 117 09 91 88 64 49 
February 2,586 | 368 1 117 110 92 92 65 61 
March .... | 2,681 | 377 184 119 111 94 94 66 52 
April ..... 2,693 | 390 189 121 112 98 97 67 54 
By sacwan 2,725 | 393 192 124 112 98 99 68 55 
June ..... 2,771 | 402 196 126 114 101 101 69 56 
MEE ccncce 2,799 | 407 197 1 113 102 71 57 
August 2,824 | 413 201 1 112 104 100 71 67 
September 2,857 | 421 2 181 113 106 101 70 58 
2,848 | 420 208 182 118 107 101 70 58 
November 2,858 | 425 184 114 107 100 69 58 
= 2 487 212 187 119 107 100 69 59 
January .. | 2,802 | 421 | 205 | 188 | 110 | 103 99 67 58 
February . | 2,812 | 419 207 184 110 107 100 67 59 
March ... 2,838 | 426 208 185 114 108 100 67 59 


Source: The above analysis is based on employment statistics released 
by the Bureau of the Census, and indexes of industrial employment 
published in this Bulletin. The employment statistics released by the 

us are given by occupation and relate to the persons 14 years old 
and over who were employed in either private or non-emergency 
government occupation during the last week in March, 1940. 

By applying the indexes of industrial employment published in 
this Bulletin to the number of wage earners and low salaried workers 
reported by the Census as employed in industry in March, 1940, 
estimates are made of the total en of workers employed in Ohio 
and the 8 large Ohio cities, by months, for the period January, 1940, 
through March, 1942. To this estimated number of workers in industry 
is added the following groups of workers which are assumed to have 
remained constant as of March, 1940: professional and semi- 
professional workers, farmers and farm managers, propri 
managers and officials, domestic servants, protective servants, 
farm laborers and nee The result is an over-all picture of the 
trend in the total number employed in public and private occupations 
in Ohio, and in the 8 large Ohio cities. 


NEW AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS 


8-Masor On10 
Pex Cent 
CHANGE or TOTAL 
MAKE OF 
_— 1942 | 1942 | 1942 | 1942 
Mar. | Feb. 
from | from | 1942 | 1948 
1942 1941 

% | % | % 

322 167 | + 98 — 95 19 24 
255 +292 | — 92 15 9 
ymouth,......+.. 235 66 | +256 | — 98 14 9 
icandappsnsace 150 58 | +188 — 94 9 8 
141 24) +488 — 94 8 3 
93 53/+ 75 | — 94 5 8 
90 20| +350 | — 81 5 3 
75 25 | +200 | — 93 4 4 
Oldsmobile......... 67 45 49 — 95 4 6 
64 14 357 — 2 4 2 
Studebaker......... 48 | — 91 3 
44 8 450 | — 94 3 1 
pS EES 82 18 78 — 90 2 3 
RSE 29 64|/— 55 | — 89 2 9 
ERROR 29 14 | +107 — 98 2 2 
Lincoln & Zephyr. 17 7 | +148 — 71 1 1 
18 5 — 92 bong 

q 5 40 | — 59 bead 

1,711 706 | +142 | — 98 100 100 


i 
i For Footnotes and Sources, See Page 3a. 


